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This was my first time attending the Japan journey
programme, and throughout these ten days I've met
many new faces from churches all around Hong
Kong, and experienced countless unforgettable
moments alongside these new friends. From
exploring the streets of Japan, to enjoying the
beautiful scenery, as well as doing service for local
churches, what was supposed to be a long-winded
ten-day trip passed in the blink of an eye.

Being kept in the dark about the agenda of the trip
until the first day had me sceptical of the experience
ahead, but I was severely proven wrong. The tight
budget of ¥18,000 (~HKD$900) for food and shelter
was one of the first bigger obstacles that I found
myself worrying about, and although I ultimately still
went over-budget I thought that if there was a next
time I could definitely do it with the given amount.
Being assigned two specific locations to reach also
meant that a lot of planning during my wandering
around Japan was required, which I surprisingly
found enjoyable. People were kind and always made
sure that I felt welcomed, giving it their all when
helping me with directions. As someone who has
never gone on trips alone, I found myself fully
enjoying backpacking around Japan. Solely ) =
wandering around different areas and cities made (BRBRETRE L AEEES
every day a unigue journey, even if most hours of travelling was sleeping on the train. I was
thankful for quite a smooth experience for the first four days of wandering in Japan.

Then came the days in Hokkaido, where I got to work and socialise with the other participants
of the trip. In the following six days, we visited two small local churches. At the Yubetsu
Megumi Church ( JBR| B 82 € ), we helped Kim Sensei and his family with some cleaning up
around the church and handed out pamphlets, hoping to revitalise the Christian community in
the area. Next was the Abutafukuin Christ Church ( St HEZEE#%E ), where a man, Toshi
San, tends to a church all by himself every day. Every Sunday, he holds a worship service with
himself as the only attendee, and has done so for the last 13 years. The story he shared
behind his motivation and everlasting love for God and the Church emotionally moved us all,
and proves to us the commitment a person can give when we have truly found passion.
Withessing and hearing of the stories behind both Churches has made me deeply reflect on my
own connection and commitment to worshipping.

On top of this, there were many more enjoyable moments with everyone from the trip, including
the meals we had, the relaxing onsen moments, the gorgeous places we visited and the many
conversations we had every day. Having the privilege to be part of this journey with all these
wonderful people was truly a blessing that I will always be thankful for.
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